Our efforts empower communities to prevent
losses and keep people safe.
Our Strategy at GeoHazards International is to engage closely with the communities that we
serve and bring together the best resources for each situation.

GeoHazards International’s team speaks with students about COVID-19 safety measures as well as ways they can prepare
for natural hazards.

Note from the President
GeoHazards International works before disasters in places where
people are especially at-risk. We enable communities to take proactive
measures proven to protect people and infrastructure. Our work
keeps in mind the multitude of hazards that can affect a region, and
as the COVID-19 global pandemic has vividly shown, the occurrence
of multiple disasters at once.
We are focused in specific regions to support long-term impact.
Our local presence allows us to maintain our progress even with
travel significantly curtailed. Some of our current projects include
empowering youth in Haiti to promote resilience, supporting water
officials in India to prepare for disasters, and working with technical
experts in Bhutan to inform earthquake mitigation using a risk model.
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We have internally used this time to reach out in new engaging ways
to keep you informed, including presenting webinars on our work and
refreshing our website, www.geohaz.org.
Landslides, earthquakes, pandemics and other hazard events will
continue to occur. Your support means that when the next one strikes
a community where we work, people will be better protected, better
trained and better prepared.
-Veronica Cedillos

2020 Report

OUR IMPACT
Assessments & Scenarios
Disaster scenarios personalize the impacts.
People have a hard time visualizing how a major
threat could become a disaster that affects them and
their community for months or years.

Resilient Schools & Youth
The promise of an education is vital for every child.
Natural disasters often damage schools not built to
resist them, putting children’s lives at risk. Some
students suffer injuries, and all suffer the loss of their
school.

We assess specific vulnerabilities, make complex
problems approachable, and provide a compelling
basis for local decisions about growth, policy, and
action.

We work with youth, educators, and builders to make
schools safer from disasters.

Engineers strengthen weak
buildings and design safer
structures,

Mentoring & Training
Resilient Hospitals
Hospitals & clinics are a lifeline for any community.
Disasters can cripple medical facilities at a time when
people need them most.
We help medical staff identify crisis roles, practice
with simulations, secure equipment, and map
evacuation. We plan for backup water, power,
communications, and critical supplies.

Resilience requires people working
on many levels.The local people
who are best placed to build
resilience may face technical
challenges and limited resources.
We invest in strengthening
capacities across the community,
aiming for this:

Officials apply risk-informed land

use plans and building regulations,

City/Government Policy & Planning
Proactive measures can prevent losses.
Tragedy strikes people who live in vulnerable
buildings, in exposed coastal areas, or in regions not
equipped to manage growth.
We connect governments with scientific, engineering,
and policy expertise. Our collaboration bridges gaps
in experience, which is even more critical as climate
change brings new threats.

Universities cultivate local experts
and advance technical capabilities,

Medical staff prepare hospitals to
function in disasters,

Educators prepare their students
for disasters,

Novel Approaches
Our efforts go beyond what has been done before.
Each community has its unique context. What works
in one may fail in another.
Our programs harness local ingenuity to resolve
challenges with confidence, now and in the future,
based on science, inclusion, and feasibility.

Geologists advise on measures to
improve landslide and earthquake
safety, and

Construction workers build using
disaster-resilient methods.

Preparedness
Inspiring safer practices can prevent tragedies.
Disaster preparedness starts with understanding
what could go wrong and how each person can
improve outcomes.
To motivate action, we work with communities to
inform in a way that is clear, relevant to daily life and
actionable.
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